Mesiotemporal changes on magnetic resonance imaging in neurosyphilis.
We report a case of neurosyphilis with magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) brain scan findings compatible with a diagnosis of herpes simplex encephalitis with negative testing for herpes simplex virus in the cerebral spinal fluid. An extensive review of the literature has been undertaken revealing 24 cases worldwide where there are mesiotemporal changes on MRI concurrent with a diagnosis of neurosyphilis. Therefore, it is now well established that neurosyphilis, 'the great imitator', should be considered in the differential diagnosis in all patients demonstrating mesiotemporal changes on MRI, changes usually seen in herpes simplex encephalitis.